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Chandigarh, August 1
Income Tax assessees applying for a new Permanent Account Number (PAN) will not have to look for their wards. The office of the Chief Commissioner of Income Tax, North-West Region, has created special wards in the Chandigarh and Patiala ranges for the assessees who have applied for a new PAN. 

The Chief Commissioner of Income Tax, North-West Region, has revised the jurisdiction for the new applicants after the job of inviting the applications and preparing the PANs was handed over to the Unit Trust of India (UTI) from July 1, this year. The application forms are being accepted at Income Tax PAN service centres of the UTI — three such centres have been set up in the city. 

Inquiries reveal special wards had been created in Chandigarh, Patiala, Gobindgarh, Sirhind, Rajpura, Sangrur, Nabha, Sunam, Barnala, Ropar and Nangal. For Chandigarh, Ropar and Nangal, the special ward were 2(4), 6(2) and 6 (4), respectively, said an official of the Income Tax Department. It was being observed that after the job of making the PAN was transferred to the UTI, the new applicants could be seen making desperate inquiries about their wards as the persons manning the counters of the UTI had no information about the ITO wards. Before July 1, an applicant had to apply to the assessing officer. 

As per the new requirement, the applicants were being asked by the UTI personnel to fill in details about their range and ward. Sources in the Income Tax Department said the department was likely to ask the officials concerned of the UTI to display the information about the special wards on a public notice board at the PAN service centres. Explaining the new process, the officer said a new Form 49 could be procured for Rs 5, a fee of Rs 60 was charged for processing the application. 

So far around 12,000 application forms had been sold in the city. Of these around 2300 applicants had so far applied. 

The Commissioner of Income Tax (Computer Operations), Ms P. Sahi, said the application form for the PAN had been reformatted by the Directorate of System, Income Tax Department, in coordination with the UTI. 

Now the applicants had also to provide their proof of residence to ensure that no bogus PAN cards were made. “The IT Department will allot PAN to new assessee after the information (on daily basis) was transferred to computers by the UTI. The process will take few days”, said the Commissioner. 

Though the UTI had claimed to make a PAN card within 15 working days, it could not be confirmed whether the new applicants had begun receiving the cards.
