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May 5, 2006

PROTECT ONE LAKH INNOCENT RESIDENTS

PRIVATE FOREST LAND ISSUE – PIL FILED AT MUMBAI HIGH COURT

The abrupt, erroneous, disastrous and illogical interpretation, execution and implementation of various Forest Acts have resulted into declaration of hundreds of developed buildings, housing societies, Government structures, part of BARC into disastrous position.  The residents along with former Member of Parliament of Mumbai, Dr. Kirit Somaiya, have filed a Public Interest Petition at the Bombay High Court urging the Court to intervene from further horrible status and to protect the innocent residents and bonafide buyers.  Advocate, Dhruve Liladhar & Co. and its counsel, Mr. Rajeev Kumar, on behalf of the Petitioner will try to take up and raise the matter on Wednesday at Bombay High Court.

The Petitioners, while appreciating various laws, legislation, interest and concern of activists, directives of the Court, have tried to draw attention of the Court about the innocence of the residents.  The Govt. records till 2006 for 100 years have been showing all these pieces of land as developed land and non-forest.  The land records, development plan, various orders issued under Urban Land Ceiling Act have authenticated all these pieces of land as non-forest.  Maharashtra Govt. accepted stamp duty in respect of registered documents connected with such land.  The affected residents and Dr. Kirit Somaiya have followed up this matter with State Govt., Central Govt., Forest Dept, Collectorate for the last two months.  In its various annexures, the Petitioners also drew attention of the Court that about 200 acres of land belonging to BARC have also been declared Forest.  ESIS Hospital of Mulund and different properties of Mumbai Municipal Corporation have also been transferred in the name of Govt. of Maharashtra and declared Forest.  About 200 acres of Film City, Dahisar, adjacent to Sanjay Gandhi Rashtriya Udyan along with about 300 acres of land between L.B.S. Road, Mulund and Sanjay Gandhi Rashtriya Udyan and 2000 acres of land between Ghodbunder Road, Thane and Sanjay Gandhi Rashtriya Udyan have been transferred to Govt. of Maharashtra and declared Forest.

In the Petition, it is stated that the Petitioners and the affected residents, innocent buyers, while purchasing the property, have undertaken search of land revenue records, all Govt. records for 40 years.  These 1 lakh residents should not be punished for illogical action of the State Govt.  The Petitioners have urged Mumbai High Court to protect the residents from irresponsible behaviour of various Govt. Departments.

The Petitioners also drew attention of Bombay High Court to the fact that, inspite of repeated request and follow up, Govt. authorities and various Dept. officials have not made available to them final notification of the declaration of Forest of these pieces of land in 1957.
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The Petitioners also drew attention of the Hon’ble Court , after the implementation of Maharashtra Private Forest Land Act of 1975, all these properties were never taken into possession by the State Govt.  Under this Forest Land Act, Forest Dept., Sanjay Gandhi Rashtriya Udyan, Revenue Dept. had acquired hundreds of acres of Private Forest Land near and adjacent to Sanjay Gandhi Rashtriya Udyan after 1975.  Cases against more than 10 properties of about 500 acres of land are pending in various courts.  The Petitioners urged the Court that no proceedings were started against these properties any time from 1954 to 1957, 1957 to 1975, 1975 to 1980.  How can the Forest and Revenue Departments declare all such survey numbers and developed land Forest now.  While supporting Indian Forest Act of 1927, Maharashtra Private Forest Land Act of 1975 and Forest Conservation Act of 1980, the Petitioners urged the Court to stop erroneous implementation of Forest provisions and directives.  The Forest Dept. has asked the Revenue officials to hand over all such pieces of land including developed properties to the Forest Dept.  The Govt. of Maharashtra had asked various authorities to stop non-forest activities in this zone.  This may result into demolition, fear the Petitioners.

The Petitioners have mentioned the Govt. of Maharashtra, Environment Ministry, Govt. of India, the Collector of Mumbai Suburban Dist., Forest Conservator as other Respondents.
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