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        July 25, 2006

26TH JULY – ONE YEAR OVER – NO LESSON LEARNT
MUMBAI HAS NOT RECD. A SINGLE PAISA FROM STATE 

OR CENTRAL GOVT.

The Govt. of Maharashtra had announced damages of Rs.10,000 crores in the 26th July incident.  Leaders and Ministers of Central & State Governments had announced Rs.1,200 crores to Mithi River Revival Project.  One year is over.  Mumbai has not received a single paisa either from State or Central Govt.

It is just due to the Public Interest Petition and Mumbai High Court, the work of rejuvenation of Mithi River got started, Rs.51 crores spent by BMC and MMRDA.  Other than this, no Govt. authority, MMRDA, Port Trust, Railways, MHADA have allocated and spent single paisa to solve the problem of water logging and flooding of Mumbai.  For the last two years, Prime Minister’s Office, Planning Commission, Central Govt. are just making announcements of financial clearance of Rs.1,250 crores of BRIMSTOWAD.

Addressing a Press Conference on the eve of completion of one year of 26th July, Dr. Kirit Somaiya questioned the State Govt. why the 7 rivers of Mumbai – Mithi, Dahisar, Poisar, Oshiwara, Walbat, Vakola, Mahul are not recognized by the Urban Ministry till now.  No changes been made in the Development Plan.  Provisions and guidelines of Security Zone and CRZ are kept pending.  Is it to accommodate the builders’ lobby?

Last year, the State Govt. received Rs.1,200 crores from the Central Govt. for immediate relief.  Inspite of follow up, the State Govt. has not published details of utilization of the same.

BJP has demanded that, on the lines of Mithi River Authority, special treatment/provision/guideline/authority should be created for all the urban rivers of Maharashtra.  All major cities – Thane, Kalyan, Dombivli, Ulhasnagar, Pune, Nagpur are having the same problem of encroachment and disappearance of natural waterways.  Just 160 mm of water are creating havoc of water logging and flooding.  State Government should come out with a fullfledged Action Plan to hand such problems.

BJP also demanded that hydrological clearance should be made mandatory before clearing any building of ‘No Development Zone’ or releasing open spaces for development.

BJP expressed condolences (shraddhanjali) to the 550 dead in the 26th July incident.  BJP has organized a programme of “Varsha Shraddh” at the bank of Mithi River near Bail Bazar, Kurla, on 26th July at 11 A.M.
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