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Kirit Somaiya




Petitioner





   Versus

 

State of Maharashtra & Others

Respondents


During the hearing on 3rd March 2006, Hon’ble Court issued directive that the Petitioner along with the BMC Ward officers should take inspection of those sites where large accumulation of garbage, solid waste, etc. along the Mithi  River exists. Note down all the areas where still garbage and debris are being dumped. Such inspection reports be submitted. The Respondents, BMC have been directed to take action on the report and submit Action Taken Report to the Hon’ble Court on 22nd March 2006.


On 6th March 2006, the Petitioner along with the BMC officials of S, L and K East Wards, visited Mithi River from BEST Nagar (near Vihar Lake) to Jari Mari area near Airport.

The Asstt. Municipal Commissioners (Ward Officers) of L Ward and K East Ward were absent during the Site Visit.  Intimation of the Visit was given on 3rd March 2006 evening at 5.30 P.M.

Following officials were present during the visit :

1.
Shri Kale  
         -  Asstt. Commissioner – S Ward

2.
Shri Choudhary
-  Asstt. Engineer – Environment

3.
Shri Patil

-  Sub-maintenance

4.
Shri Kanade     
-  J.O.


5.
Shri Gulwe

-  A.E. – Environment- K East Ward

6.
Shri Bhagwatkar
-  A.E. – Environment – L Ward

7.
Shri Makhiani
-  Environment - L Ward 
OBSERVATIONS OF THE SITE VISIT 

1.
The River water below Vihar Lake before the starting of BEST Nagar was 


found clean.    (Annexure A)

2.
Heap of garbage, seems to be more than 15 days old, was found on the Mithi River itself at BEST Nagar.  The local residents informed that the garbage collected by BMC system is dumped near the water flow  on the Mithi river bed itself, remains lying there for weeks together.   (Annexures B1, B2, B3)

3.
It is observed that waste water nala of BEST Nagar carrying dity water straight flows into Mithi river.    (Annexure C)

4.
At Morarjee Nagar below the Mithi river bridge on the southern side, new 

temporary structure was found coming up.   (Annexure D)

5.
Dirty water nala flowing into the Mithi below the bridge at Morarjee Nagar.  Understood the nala is flowing from the nearby BMC Complex.   (Annexure E)

6.
Garbage thrown and dumped at Morarjee Nagar.   (Annexures F1, F2)

7.
It is observed that the waste food by the caterer, Hotel Residence being thrown in the Mithi river regularly.  Heap of such garbage found.  (Annexures G1, G2)

8.
Behind the Hotel Residence, it was seen that private land filling operation was being carried on the Mithi river bed itself.  Steel pipes with concrete poles boundary of private compound also found extended.  (Annexure H1, H2, H3)

9.
At the Hotel Residence complex on Mithi river itself, it was found debris being dumped by private contractor.  )Annexures I1, I2)

10.
Unofficial nala – gutter pipe flows into Mithi river from the nearby Industrial Estate was seen at Saki Naka bridge (North) on Mithi river.  Flow of industrial waste found flowing into Mithi river.  (Annexure J1, J2)

11.
At Mithi river near the Jogeshwari-Vikhroli Link Road, behind the Policy Academy site, it was found that massive land filling operation-project going on.  During the site visit, it is seen that land filling of more than 15 ft. being done.  Private contractor’s trucks were dumping the debris.  No demarcation of Mithi river found.  The residents stated that the bed and the bank of Mithi river are legally encroached by the Government Dept., i.e. Police Academy.  (Annexure K1, K2)

12. At Saki Naka (South), it is seen that MMRDA contractor, during the construction of extension of the bridge work, is using Mithi as site office and dump yard.  The debris, waste material of the construction is straightaway thrown into Mithi river.  People from the nearby Industrial Estate stated that the contractor initially constructed his site office on the Mithi river bed itself.  This has been brought to the notice of MMRDA and Mithi River Authority long back.  No action has been taken till now.  The debris lying at the same spot.  No response from MMRDA or BMC till today.   (Annexure L1, L2)

13.
On the south of the Bridge at Saki Naka, a huge retention wall seem to be constructed lately.  Huge land filling and mud dumping work observed on 

the site/plot (private).  Near the retention wall from an open place, mud and debris found being thrown – coming into the river.  (Annexure M1, M2)

14.
Below the bridge at Saki Naka, waste water line was seen throwing industrial, commercial and residential waste in the river.  The BMC official could not respond whether it was legal or illegal   (Annexure N)

15.
At the Jari Mari-Muslim Society area at the Airport, it was seen that the Airport contractor carrying on the Runway extension work is throwing the mud, debris into the Mithi river.  It seems the Airport Authority/contractor have made no arrangement to take away the mud, the debris from the construction site.   Mithi river is used as debris dumping place.  (Annexure O1, O2, O3)

16.
Garbage being thrown into the Mithi river, not removed, no collection system.  The garbage and waste seems to be coming in from the Jari Mari-Muslim Society area.  (Annexure P)  


The Petitioner along with the Ward officials also undertook inspection visit on 8th March 2006.  The visit started from Kalpana Talkies Junction, Kurla to Mahim Creek.

The Ward Officer from G North and H West were not present.

Following BMC officials accompanied the Petition for the inspection visit :

1. Shri Kamble/Shri Makwana -  A.E.

2. Shri Khaire 


 -  Asstt. Commissioner (Ward Officer)

3. Shri Manohar

 -  Asstt. Commissioner (Ward Officer)

4. Shri Satam

            -  H Ward  

17. 
At Kalpana Talkies Junction – behind the Airport Wall it was found that private people – contractor’s are throwing Debris into the Mithi River.  Seems it is not removed for months.  (Annexure – Q)

18.
It is also observed that Mithi is used as “Kachara Peti”.  Garbage thrown in regularly.  Not removed at all.  (Annexure – R-1 & R-2)

19.
Lot of debris found lying on River Bank.  The BMC Officials & Local People stated  that the debris was dumped by the Airport  Authority Contractor who constructed the boundary wall after 26th July incident.  (Annexure – S)

20.
Nala coming from Airline Colonies and Airport found throwing in dirty water in the Mithi River.  It should have been connected with BMC sewage lines.  (Annexure – T)

21. Private commercial industrial – residential premises throwing in waste - polluted water in Mithi.  One such Nalla at Mithi Bridge (South), Kalpana Talkies Junction.  (Annexure – U)

22. The River Bridge at CST Road, the bridge – wall used by garages. Waste thrown directly inside the river.  (Annexure – V1 & V2)

23.
At CST bridge (North) commercial activities – waste found on river – bed.  (Annexure – W)  

24.
The ‘Kachara Peti’ kept on river bridge at CST Road. Garbage, plastic thrown in river.  (Annexure – X)

25.
Near and below the bridge at CST Road, near Shastri Nagar the Scrap Dealers waste, scrap found on River Bank.  (Annexure – Y)

26.
Heap of garbage and debris found at Kismat Nagar seems lying forseveral weeks.  (Annexure – Z)

27.
Small Commercial and Industrial Units, Sari Printing and Dyeing Units are using the river – bed for washing and storage waste thrown directly in the River.  (Annexure – AA-1, AA-2, AA-3, AA-4, AA-5)

28.
At river – bed behind Bori Samshan, Off LBS Road, Kurla(W) it was found hundred of ‘Kacha’ – temporary wooden sticks and plastics.  “Shells – Slum – Rooms”. The structures coming up in part few days. Land filling-grabing seems being done.  “Land Mafia – Slum Lord”

massive ‘Slum’ erection “Operation” was going on.  It was also found that MMRDA Surveyor written given numbers “MMRDA – 5532”, “MMRDA-5533” on such temporary new structures.  (Annexure – AB 1 to AB  17 )
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