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MITHI RIVER - HIGH COURT DIRECTED STATE GOVT.
TO SUBMIT ACTION PLAN IN ONE WEEK

Mumbai High Court expressed concern over the status of Mithi River. The Bench
presided by Justice Lodha observed that nothing had happened during the last 6 months.
How the Govt., MMRDA, BMC would implement Action Plan and clean Mithi River before
31% May? During the hearing on Mithi River Petition filed by Dr. Kirit Somaiya, ex MP,
the High Court gave directive to the State Govt., Mithi River Authority, MMRDA, BMC,
MPCB to file the Status Report and also Action Plan in one week.

Senior Counsel, Mr. Janak Dwarkadas, appearing on behalf of Dr. Kirit Somaiya,
explained in detail the miserable status of Mithi River as on today. Mr. Dwarkadas stated
that no progress had been made during the last 6 months accept appointing Govt.
committees and preparation of report. Not a single unauthorized encroachment has
been removed, no action taken by either of the authorities till date. He also expressed
fear that the same disaster of 26" July 2005 can be repeated in the next monsoon. Mr.
Dwarkadas further stated that, inspite of 3 interim Orders of 17.8.2005, 31.8.2005 and
3.10.2005, no action is taken or seen on Mithi River.

The Govt., BMC, MMRDA counsel urged the High Court to give some time to file a
detailed affidavit and Action Plan. They informed the Court that a detailed Action Plan of
deepening, widening and cleaning of the River is being finalized. The Govt. intends to
clean Mithi River before 31%' May.

The matter has been adjourned for detailed discussion on 1% March.
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