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July 25, 2006

MITHI WORK – TRANSPARENCY DEMANDED FROM MMRDA/CONTRACTORS

“CHAMATKAR” – 1 LAC TRUCK FERRIES TRANSPORTING

SILT IN 10 DAYS
MMRDA and its contractors have down a CHAMATKAR during the Mithi Rejuvenation work.  MMRDA contractors have undertaken 1 lac ferries of truck to transport silt and debris of Mithi in a short span of 10 days.  Dr. Kirit Somaiya, BJP leader, has just asked MMRDA and its contractors to publish the list of trucks along with its numbers used for such a Herculean task.  A truck can undertake hardly 3 ferries in a day.  That means MMRDA contractors had hired 3000 dumpers to transport the silt.  This is nothing but a CHAMATKAR, said Dr. Somaiya.

As per the data, Progress Report submitted and published by Mithi River Authority, MMRDA contractors have transported 3.28 lac cubic meters from Mithi River to “unknown areas” of Mumbai and Thane.  A dumper can transport on an average 3 cubic meters silt.  Keeping in mind the traffic, loading, unloading, shifting, labour, truck can do maximum 3 ferries in a day.  That means MMRDA contractors have hired 3000 trucks during the period 17th May to 29th May 2006.

Inspite of repeated requests to Mithi River Authority and MMRDA, no data on transport contractors, dumper numbers, site where the silt is dumped have been made available by them.

Mithi River work of MMRDA was inaugurated by the Chief Minister on 2nd March 2006.  From 2nd March upto 17th May, contractors transported only 2.09 lac cubic meters silt, while, as per the Progress Report available with Dr. Somaiya, in a span of 10 days, MMRDA has shown transportation of 3.28 lac cubic meters during 17th May to 29th May.

Further surprise is that, in next 6 days, i.e. upto 5th June, MMRDA has shown transportation of 1.84 lac cubic meters silt and debris.  That means, once again, 1000 truck ferries, transportation in a day.

Dr. Somaiya has demanded publication of all the records, transport sheets, names of the officers who have certified these trucks, details of sites where such huge quantity of silt has been dumped, photographs.  Dr. Somaiya demanded fullfledged inquiry and investigation.

Dr. Somaiya also stated that it is a pity Govt. authorities are not ready to learn any lesson from 26th July incident.
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