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    February 19, 2007

MITHI NADI AGAIN BECOMING NALA

                                                                                       -- Dr. Kirit Somaiya

LAND GRABBING, ENCROACHMENT, POLLUTED WATER,

DEBRIS, GARBAGE DUMPING – ALL RESTARTED

Is Mithi Nadi going to become Mithi nala, questioned Dr. Kirit Somaiya, ex MP and BJP leader.  Encroachment, land grabbing, garbage dumping, debris throwing, dumping yard of scrap dealers, flow of polluted water of the industry, reappearance of unauthorized slums, reopening of garages can be seen on the whole of 21 km length of Mithi River.  Dr. Kirit Somaiya stated that 23 dirty nalas have re-started throwing polluted water.  Not a single person either of police, MMRDA or BMC could be found on the 21 km length.

Shanties have come up again near the mouth of Mithi river at Mahim.  Artificial, illegal encroachment in front of MMRDA head quarters by developer going on near Drive-In theatre.  Scrap dealers, i.e. bhangarwalas, have once again started using Mithi River, Mithi banks as a scrap storage and dumping yard.  This can be seen between BKC Bridge and CST Bridge.  The builders have started land grabbing in the name of Slum Redevelopment Authority between BKC Bridge and CST Bridge.  23 nalas are throwing dirty polluted water in the Mithi.  This can be seen between CST Bridge and Morarjee Nagar, Paspoli.  Garbage dumping can be seen at about 39 places, debris dumping by the local contractors, builders, i.e. using Mithi River as a debris dumping yard can be seen at many places between BKC Bridge and JVLR.  Huge dumps of debris can be seen at the Airport-Kalpana Talkies junction.  Encroachment, garages can also be seen at Kurla-Kalina Road on the Mithi bridge.

Dr. Somaiya stated that there is no existence of Mithi River Authority.  It is just on paper.  Government should take immediate action and remove all the above things.  Dr. Somaiya also expressed fear that, if this is not done at once, this will once again convert Mithi River into Mithi nala.

Government should provide security and should take strong action against all those found involved.

Dr. Somaiya also expressed concern about the delay in the execution of the second Phase.  It is shocking that the tender notices and advertisement for the second Phase were given in November 2006 and now MMRDA and Mithi River Authority are fighting with each other to fix up the width and the contractors.

Dr. Somaiya appealed to the authorities to start the second Phase to stop deterioration.
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INVESTIGATE MITHI RIVER LAND GRABBING OPERATIONS
GOING ON UNDER THE GARB OF SRA, PAP & MITHI RIVER
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME
                                                                                                        - Dr. Kirit Somaiya

Massive land grabbing scam seems to be going on for several months in the name of Slum Rehabilitation and rehabilitation of Projected Affected Persons of Mithi River project.  The unknown, non-existing “adrushya” land and zopdas are being shown by the builders and passed by Slum Redevelopment Authority and MMRDA to facilitate such builders.  Artificial land is being shown or created on the Mithi River itself.  Non-existing zopdas are shown and lakhs of sq.ft. FSI being grabbed and sanctioned by the authorities.
A private developer started redumping and reclaiming Mithi River between BKC Bridge and CST Bridge.  Tons of debris dumped, privately land grabbed, i.e. Mithi River reclamation work was observed during January 2007.  When objected and Mithi River Authority contacted, the Authority immediately sent notices to the developer and MMRDA issued stop work orders.  It is understood that a private builder/developer was creating land on the Mithi River bank.  This is/was to be shown as vacant land.  Plan to show this land as recreation ground (RG) reserved and Motilal Nagar – BKC, Bandra East is proposed to be shifted on this so-called newsly created artificial land.  Lakhs of sq.ft. of SRA and PAP FSI is planned to be grabbed.
Dr. Somaiya has asked Mithi River Authority, MMRDA, SRA to make available all the documents pertaining to the so-called SRA scheme of Motilal Nagar, BKC, Bandra East.  Dr. Somaiya demand that following information be made public –

1.
The so-called proposed relocation of RG in the eastern side of Mithi river between 

           BKC and CST Bridge.

2.
Details of such RG of 7991 sq.meters of B

3.
Details of such RG of 1648 sq.meters of B

4.
Details of 3387 sq.meters of Plot J

5.
Details of widening of Mithi River done between BKC and CST Road be made

          available
6.       Details of the proposal of shifting of RG, etc., to the so-called development near 

          Motilal Nagar be made available

7.
Details about the 3 slum societies including slum FSI be made available

8.
Details of lakhs of sq.ft. FSI sanctioned for and under SRA and PAP

9.
Is it true that MMRDA has sanctioned only one SRA scheme till now?  Details of all 

          the schemes sanctioned by MMRDA under its special powers be made available.

Dr. Somaiya demanded to remove all the debris deumped by the private builder/developer between BKC and CST.  Dr. Somaiya also demanded inquiry and investigation how and 
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why the already widened Mithi River is allowed to be reclaimed illegally by a private contractor.

Dr. Somaiya also asked the Government for explanation how the River, which was widened in the first Phase and is to be further widened in the second Phase is allowed by MMRDA, SRA, Government and Mithi River Authority to be abused by the private builder/developer, tio be shown and claimed as their property.  How such SRA schemes are sanctioned.  How such so-called RG, PG are being allowed to be shifted.

Dr. Somaiya has demanded inquiry and investigation of all such SRA sanctioned, being implemented along with lakhs of sq.ft. FSI sanctioned between CST bridge and BKC complex.  Dr. Somaiya also charged that hundreds of crores of FSI land grabbing scam will be unearthed once all these details are out.
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