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       March 2, 2007

GOVT. OWES EXPLANATION FOR DELAYING MITHI PHASE 2 WORK

                                                                                                              -- Kirit Somaiya

The delay in implementation of Mithi Phase 2 is nothing but inefficiency, non-cooperation, lethargy and corruption, charged Dr. Kirit Somaiya, ex MP and BJP leader, today at a Press Conference.  The statement about the differences occurred regarding the width of Mithi River is nothing but an excuse.  CWPRS, IIT, Chitale Committee Reports are 13 months old.  Recommendations regarding the width were discussed and decided by the Government 12 months back.  The Government also submitted an affidavit in the High Court regarding the execution.  Time bound programme of implementation of Phase 1 and Phase 2 were submitted and announced 12 to 15 months back.  The tenders for the Phase 2 work have been issued on 10 Nov. 2006.  

Were the tender notices and the sanctioning of work done without fixing the width of the River, enquired Dr. Somaiya.  Is it inefficiency, corruption or lethargy?
Is the delay just to cover up huge illegal, official land grabbing operation carried out by private contractor, builder under the cover of MMRDA?  Let MMRDA and Urban Ministry publish all the correspondence, documents and recommendations of shifting of Recreation Ground in Mithi River itself.  This can happen in Maharashtra under the Congress-NCP Government only.  In the first phase, the River was widened, then started illegal reclamation and now shifting of Recreation Ground at the same spot and issuing River widening order for the same patch in the second phase.  It is Rs.100 crore land grabbing, FSI, SRA scam.  This is the real reason for the delay in execution of the second phase work.

Dr. Somaiya demanded that Government, Mithi River Authority, MMRDA should disclose all the papers –

· Widening work undertaken in Phase 1 between BKC and CST Bridge.

· The Jan. 2007 illegal debris dumping, reclamation found in this patch.

· Shifting proposal of the Recreation Ground at this spot.

· Recreation Ground shown in the Development Plan.

· Recommendation sent by MMRDA to Urban Ministry to shift the RG of a private builder to this spot.

BJP wants immediate starting of second phase work of Mithi River.
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