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September 30, 2009

Hon’ble Mr. Navin Chawla

Chief Election Commissioner

New Delhi

Sub: Free & Fair Elections in Maharashtra

Ref : 1.  Political terrorism by the Ruling Front

         2.  Killing attack on BJP candidate at Akkalkot, Sholapur Dist.

                on 26th September 2009 
3. Abuse of Government power/system

4. Political transfer during the election process
Respected Sir,

The Election Commission always tried to create a climate, system, and atmosphere for free and fair election.  We are approaching you with a request to take necessary steps to have “free and fair elections” in Maharashtra.

We would like to give few examples which concern the BJP and Shiv Sena about the fairness of election and abuse of the Government system by the Ruling Front.

Killing attack on the BJP candidate/activists at Akkalkot, Sholapur Dist, on 26th September 2009
You are aware that, on 26th September 2009 evening, BJP candidate and workers were attacked by the Congress goons at Shegaon in Akkalkot Tehsil/Assembly (Sholapur Dist).  Bhimanna Kore, 60 years, died and 7 were injured and are in the Hospital. FIR categorically named 29 Congress activists. No.1 is Shri Siddharam Mhetre, presently Minister in the Maharashtra Government.  He is also the present Congress candidate from Akkalkot Assembly.

The FIR consists of 9 different sections including Section 302.  According to the prevailing system, the persons involved in the attack should have been brought to the Police Station. Action and interrogation should have been started by now.  However, due to the Government pressure, the Police is acting partialy, e.g.

i)    In the FIR, it is categorically stated that the incident took place on 26th 

      September 2009 at 6.00 P.M.  It is also stated that the Police received 

      information of such killing/attack after 9 hours, i.e. 27th September 2009 at 

      02.45 hrs.
ii)   The family members and the villagers did not take the dead body of  

      Bhimanna Kore for 4 days.
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iii)   Only after the BJP’s consistent efforts and the pressure created by the villagers 

       and after the intervention of the CEO, Maharashtra, now some action seems to 

       have been taken.

iv)   After this, the family members took charge of the body yesterday evening and 

       did the last rites.

v)    Yesterday, after 4 days of the event, now Government has suspended the 

       concerned local Police Inspector, Mr. Prabhakar Shinde.

vi)   Police have not arrested all the persons involved in the attack or the    Minister.

In the above situation, BJP feels the Congress is successful to create an atmosphere of political terrorism.  We request the Hon’ble Commission :

a)    Election Commissioner or a senior officer from the Election Commission, Delhi, 

       visit Akkalkot Assembly and submit report directly to the CEC

b)    Appointment of a high level officer as the Special Observer for Akkalkot.  This 

       Observer must be separate from the normal Observer

c)    Administration and Police should be given clearcut instructions/directives by the 

       CEC to take action against the accused, culprits/attackers

d)    Depute special Para Military Force at Akkalkot & protection of BJP candidate,
       workers
e)    Explanation be called from the DG Police for the delay in taking action.

Abuse of power/transfer, e.g. Kankavali, Dist. Sindhudurg

A small example about the abuse of power by the Ruling Front – an honest, efficient Police Officer, Mr. Nirmal, who protected the innocent people/activists, has been abruptly transferred yesterday by the DG Police, Konkan, without following the proper procedure.  It is understood that no consent was taken from the CEO.  The file is lying in his office.

The honest Police Officer, Mr. Nirmal has been transferred just to help the Ruling Front/Minister.

Corrupt, unethical practices

The Ruling Front has started adopting corrupt, unethical practices.  E.g. Yesterday, 29th September 2009, NCP people were caught distributing cash to the people at Aashti Dist BEED.  The Returning Officer and the District Election Officer initially tried to ignore the incident.  Only due to the exposure by the TV channels IBN Lokmat and insistence by us, the election officials tried to take action.
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Electronic Voting Machine 
We would like to draw your attention towards various discussions, interaction with the Election Commission on the EVM.  It may be noted that the BJP-Shiv Sena insisted on EVM with paper back up. 
We, during the interaction with the Election Commission, have insisted to use only upgraded machines manufactured since 2006 for the elections in Maharashtra.  These EVMs (controlling unit) should be brought from outside the State. It seems no national randomization taking place in Maharashtra for the Assembly 2009 elections.
 BJP would request the Election Commission to use upgraded EVM (controlling unit) in 2009 elections, which are brought into Maharashtra from other States.

We are sure the Election Commission will understand our concern and take necessary action.

Thanking you,

Mrs. SUSHMA SWARAJ  DR. KIRIT SOMAIYA-Ex MP  PRAKASH JAVDEKAR-MP
Dy. Leader – Lok Sabha              Vice President –                       Spokesperson

                                                BJP Maharashtra
SURINDER AHLUWALIA -MP            SHAM JAJU                      RAMAKRISHNAN

                                                                  Office Secretary              Convenor – BJP Election Cell
