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     September 1, 2009

FOREST LAND ISSUE – GOVT. AGAIN

DITCHED 5 LAC RESIDENTS







-- Dr. Kirit Somaiya

It is shocking that in the Supreme Court once again Maharashtra Govt. did a somersault on the Private Forest Land issue.  On the representation of Mulund Residents’ Association and Dr. Kirit Somaiya, ex Member of Parliament, the Central Empowerment Committee of the Supreme Court has recommended to the Supreme Court to regularize the 5 lac residents of the so-called Private Forest Land of Mulund, Borivali, Kandivali and Ghodbunder.  

It is shocking that, during the hearing in the Supreme Court before the Bench of Chief Justice, the State Govt. suddenly supported the suggestion to send this matter to the Forest Bench of the Supreme Court.  The State Govt. in the past also objected to giving relief in one single stroke to the innocent 5 lac residents, who are staying there for the last 5 to 55 years.
BJP leader, Dr. Kirit Somaiya strongly protested the State Govt.’s anti-residents stand on the Private Forest Land issue.  The hearing is now put off to 30th September.  As 30th September will be the period of election/Code of Conduct in force, the Private Forest matter will have to be handled by the new Government in Maharashtra.
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