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September 9, 2009

BJP MEETS EC -
DEMANDS ACTION AGAINST OFFICIALS INVOLVED IN BOGUS VOTERS ENROLMENT

In spite of repeated request, Supplementary Voter List published has abnormal hike in the new voter enrolment in few Assembly segments of Mumbai, Pune, Thane.  BJP leader, Dr. Kirit Somaiya brought this to the notice of the Election Commission.  The Election Commission had invited political parties today for interaction as part of the preparation for Assembly elections, at Sahyadri Government Guest House, Malabar Hill.  BJP delegation consisted of Dr. Kirit Somaiya, Shri Ram Naik, Mangal Prabhat Lodha, Atul Shah and others.
BJP submitted documentary evidences of bogus and fraudulent voters, about the inclusion of voters less than 18 years old.  BJP also submitted documentary evidences about the publication of bogus voters names at the addresses where they are not staying.  As an example, BJP submitted details of Mawal Assembly of Pune.  Local BJP leaders submitted in writing objections and evidences about the bogus applications to the concerned officers in the first week of August 2009.  Dr. Somaiya also raised the same issue with the Observer, i.e. the Revenue Commissioner of Pune during the round table meeting held in Pune in the third week of August 2009.

Documentary evidences from the schools, Zilla Parishad, Gram Panchayat were submitted to the election officials about the under-age (less than 18 years) of various students in whose names applications for enrolment were submitted.  Evidences about the non-residents were also collected from the Gram Panchayat, Zilla Parishad and submitted to the election officials.  In spite of that, the Supplementary List published/included names of these bogus fraudulent voters.

The Election Commission has assured the BJP delegation to investigate and take necessary action.
BJP once again demanded for use of EVM with paper back up.  During the meeting, BJP further demanded that all the old machines (old technology – vulnerable to hacking), which had been used in the Lok Sabha elections in Maharashtra, should not be used in the Assembly elections.  Under protest, BJP stated that only EVM produced/manufactured after 2006 having provision of audit trail should be used in Maharashtra.  Such EVMs are available in the States other than Maharashtra.  The Election Commission assured to take positive action on this issue.
BJP also urged the Commission to check the back-dated clearance of various files, GRs, proposals of the State Government.  BJP requested the Election Commission that abnormal and large number of decisions, which had been taken by the Cabinet in August 2009 be reviewed.  
BJP has drawn the attention of the Election Commission that, out of 1,25,000 staff on election duty in Mumbai, only 382 could use their voting rights.  BJP demanded correction in the system to make it feasible for all the staff to vote.
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