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October 6, 2009

MINISTER SIDHARAM MHETRE’S ANTICIPATORY

BAIL REJECTED BY MUMBAI HIGH COURT

--  Dr. Kirit Somaiya

Today, during the hearing of Anticipatory Bail application of Mr. Siddharam Mhetre, Hon’ble Mumbai High Court stated that Mr. Mhetre is an influential person, Minister.  He can influence the Administration and investigation.  To allow anticipatory bail cannot be appropriate.
During the 2-hour hearing, Mr. Mhetre’s Advocate, Mr. A.P. Manohar argued and produced several papers, documents about the innocence and absence of Mr. Sidharam Mhetre at the killing incident.  It may be noted that, on 26th September, BJP candidate Siddaramappa Patil was attacked by the goons of the Congress at Shevgaon, Taluka Akkalkot, Dist. Solapur.  One person, Bhimanna Kore died and 7 others injured were admitted at the Solapur Civil Hospital.

Appearing on behalf of BJP, Advocate Mahesh Jethmalani assisted by Adv. Priyal Sarda, stated that the Solapur Sessions Court last week rejected the anticipatory bail application of Mr. Mhetre.  The papers and information produced at the High Court seems to be fabricated/manipulated.  No such information/papers were produced before the Sessions Court.  If a person like Mr. Mhetre, who is the Minister, remains out, he will further influence the inquiry and investigation.  Hence his anticipatory bail must be rejected.

BJP leader, Dr. Kirit Somaiya, who is pursuing this issue with the Police, Hon’ble High Court and the Election Commission informed that this is the first time in Maharashtra, India, that during the campaign opposition candidate was attacked and an activist killed.  Dr. Somaiya charged Maharashtra Police why they are not arresting Mr. Sidharam Mhetre.  After the order of the High Court, BJP, Dr. Somaiya once again contacted DG Police incharge of Election, Mr. Anami Roy and the Election Commission to arrest Mr. Mhetre immediately.  Dr. Somaiya stated that the High Court in its order observed that if such type of influential person like the Minister Mr. Mhetre remains outside, he can influence the investigation.  Then why the Police is not arresting Mr. Mhetre, questioned Dr. Somaiya.  

BJP once again demanded the arrest of Mr. Sidharam Mhetre.  BJP also questioned the Congress whether they are now going to sack the Minister Mr. Mhetre.  BJP once again urged the Governor, Mr. Zamir to sack the Minister from the Cabinet.    
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