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PRESS STATEMENT 






    6th May 2010
BJP DEMANDS CONSTITUTION AMENDMENT FOR SPEEDY DISPOSAL – 

OF TERROR CASES & CLEMENCY PROVISION
Today the Special Court in Mumbai announced death sentence to Mohammed Ajmal Amir Kasab.   The matter will continue for years together in High Court, Supreme Court and Clemency Petition before Kasab is actually hanged. The State Government appealed in the Mumbai High Court against Ansari & Sabauddin. This will also take years together.

Today every Mumbaikar is asking a question – when death sentence will be executed in actual?

The terror cases of 7/11, Mumbai local train serial blasts, have not yet started. The status of the terror cases in various parts of the country is similar.  Either the cases not started or the charges are yet to be framed even after passing of 3 to 5 years.  Final decisions on 1993 Mumbai blasts cases are coming after 15 to 18 years.

BJP wants following action on the part of the Government:-

1. To constitute Special Bench and give priority at High Court and Supreme for speedy disposal of such cases & appeals of terrorists, anti-nationals, e.g. Kasab.

2. To have continuous hearing of such petitions in all such matters. 

3. Time bound disposal of such appeals (including Clemency Petition) of Kasab and Afzal Guru.

4. Removal of provision of the Statue for Clemency Petition of territories. 

5. Or disposal of such clemency petitions within 30 days. 
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A High level BJP delegation led by Dr. Kirit Somaiya, BJP National Secretary, Shri A T Patil, Shri Hansraj Ahir, Shri Haribhau Jawale, Shri Prakash Javadekar submitted a representation to Prithviraj Chavan fpr  Prime Minister with all technical details demanding Constitution amendment. The leaders had detailed discussion with Shri Prithviraj Chavan, Minister in PMO.  He has agreed to examine the suggestions of BJP and take up the matter with Prime Minister and Law Minister.
BJP suggested that Article 72 & Article 368 of the Constitution of India pertaining “powers to the President for granting clemency be amended for all those convicts of death sentence under IPC Sections 121 to 123. Terrorist-waging war against country should be debarred for from provisions of  Clemency Petition. Till than clemency petition of terrorist should be disopesd of in one month.
The response of Congress Government, Home Minister to the death sentence to the terrorists like Kasab, Afzal Guru is horrible; ‘the Clemency Petition shall be taken in queue’, Afzal Guru and Kasab to be numbered as 50 and 51.
 BJP strongly oppose the views of Congress Government and Home Minister.  It may be noted that Congress Government in past also rejected the Clemency Petition of death within few days, e.g. Indira Gandhi Assassination Case. 
BJP demands proper provision should be made at every level and the terror cases should be disposed of within a year, including the Clemency Petition.
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