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(To be filled by office)

In the Matter of Petition & Complaint of restarting of  Irrational, Illogical, illegal, absurd Load Shedding imposed in Mulund-Bhandup-Kanjur area in mid July 2008 and Illegal Scrapping of Zero-based Load shedding Model.  
MERC accepted the request, the proposal of execution of Pune Model in Mulund, Kanjur, Bhandup areas of Mumbai.  Final Orders were issued on 20th June 2008 and 30th May 2008 in the Case No.5 of 2008 (Annexure 1) and Case No.10 of 2008 (Annexure 2).  MSEDCL withdrew the Loadshedding from 1st June 2008 in these areas.  Suddenly, after 15th July 2008, MSEDCL, Govt. of Maharashtra scrapped the Zero Model Concept and restarted 6-8 hours loadshedding in these areas. Actually, MSEDCL has started levying additional reliability charges and illogical, illegal collection of additional deposits from Mulund-Bhandup-Kanjur residents/consumers.  I would request the commission to accept the petition, complaint and to instruct the MSEDCL to withdraw the loadshedding and also action against violation of MSEDCL Orders and levying double load shedding then what it was before 31st May 2008.






In the matter of :

Dr. Kirit Somaiya 

(Ex Member of Parliament)

9/C Neelam Nagar

Mulund (E), Mumbai 400 081




Petitioner

V/s

MSEDCL

Prakash Gadh, Bandra (E)

Mumbai 400 051






Respondent No.1

& 

Secretary

Ministry of Energy

Government of Maharashtra

Mantralaya, Mumbai 





Respondent No.2

& 

The Chief Engineer

MSEDCL

Bhandup Urban Zone

Bhandup, Mumbai

&

The Chief Engineer

MSEDCL

Thane Circle

 Mumbai

Facts of the case :
MERC issued instruction/order and gave permission 


to implement zero load shedding in Mulund-Bhandup-Kanjur area 

by Orders of 13th March 2008.  MERC issued final order in case No.90 of 2007 for Thane Circle in the Petition of Thane Small Scale Industrial Association and others on 30th  May 2008 & 20th June 2008.  MERC/MSEDCL issued press statement and order stating that load shedding in Mulund-Bhandup-Kanjur area.  Instructions were given to levy additional charges in the name of Reliability charges from the residents/consumers of this area.  It is shocking that in middle of July 2008 unilaterally MSEDCL and Power Ministry, Government of Maharashtra not only restarted load shedding, it was double the hours than the load shedding of 2007 or 2008.  Also additional charges and deposits are collected from the consumers.

Submission :
Subsequent to the Order of MERC & MSEDCL, zero load shedding concept was introduced in Mulund-Bhandup-Kanjur area from 1st June 2008.  The 15 lakh residents felt a small relief.  Actual demand to treat them at par with other parts of Mumbai is yet to be satisfied.  Govt. of Maharashtra and MSEDCL started collecting additional charges and additional deposits in the name of Reliability charges.
We draw your attention towards MERC Interim Order of 30th May 2008 in the Case No.10 of 2008 and the Order of 20th June 2008 in the Case No.5 of 2008.  The MERC gave consent to implement Pune Model, i.e. zero load shedding in Mulund-Bhandup-Kanjur area.
And to the MERC Order on MSEDCL proposal for additional recovery of cost as Reliability Charges (Case No.51 of 2007) and proposal for continuous electric supply for Mulund-Bhandup-Kanjur area (Case No.90 of 2007)



Also draw attention In the Matter of Dr. Kirit Somaiya’s Review 


Petition of 22nd March 2006 asking at par treatment for Mulund-


Bhandup-Kanjur along with the remaining part of Mumbai. 


(Annexure 3 & 4)
MERC  ordered execution of Pune Model, i.e. zero load shedding in Mulund-Bhandup-Kanjur.  Also allowed MSEDCL to charge additional charges in the name of Reliability charges.  MSEDCL executed instructions/Order from 1st June 2008.  Suddenly, after 15th July 2008, double load shedding of 6 to 8 hours per day restarted.  
It is understood that the Energy Minister on 26th July 2008, announced scrapping Zero Loadshedding in Mulund-Bhandup-Kanjur.  A press clipping is annexed herewith. (Annexure 5 & 6)
I would request the Commission, accept this Petition/Complaint and call for explanation and action against MSEDCLand ask them to withdraw the absurd load shedding.

Relief Clause :
Issuing directives to MSEDCL to withdraw the load shedding from Mulund-Bhandup-Kanjur area, to direct MSEDCL to give explanation why, how 6 to 8 hours load shedding is levied and with whose permission and also about additional charges, deposits, etc.


In the background of the above, following relief being prayed:

i) Withdrawal of load shedding executed after 15th July 2008

ii) Explanation for abnormal additional reliability charges

iii) Explanation and rectification of absurd additional security deposit being collected from June 2008

iv) Consumer has not asked for any additional supply

v) Consumption has come down in comparison May 2008 and 
July 2008.
vi) Details of additional power obtained from Tatas/TISSA, etc.

vii) Explanation about failure in executing zero load shedding, i.e. Pune Model, in this area.

viii) GOM and MSEDCL should treat Mumbai as one zone and 15 lakh residents from Mumbai-Bhandup-Kanjur be treated at par with other parts of Mumbai.
DEPONENT


Place : Mumbai

Date : 28th July 2008
